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MEETINGS OP THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1883. 

A stated meeting of the Historical Society was held in the Hall, March 
12, 1883, Mr. Charles M. Morris in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes on motion was dispensed with. 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Frederick D. Stone, the Librarian of 
the Society, who read a paper on " The Causes which led to the Settlement 
of the Quaker Colonies in America." 

The purpose of the address was to show that Quaker colonization in 
America was not the result of sudden impulse, but of a political and moral 
growth ; that the treatment the Friends had met with in England and 
America, especially in New England, made it necessary that they should 
have a country of their own, where Quaker views and principles could be 
fully exemplified. The movement was traced from the year 1660, when the 
purchase of a tract of land in America was first suggested by Fox, down to 
the settlement of Penn's Colony, and the fact was pointed out that the 
country which Fox desired to purchase in 1660 was not a portion of Penn- 
sylvania. 

On motion of John B. Gest, Esquire, it was resolved that the thanks of 
the Society be tendered to Mr. Stone for his able and instructive address, 
and that he be requested to furnish a copy of it for future publication. The 
reading of the paper also called forth remarks from Dr. James J. Levick 
and the Hon. Horatio Gates Jones. 

Nominations for Officers and for Members of Council, to be balloted for 
at the next meeting, being in order, Mr. Israel Pemberton nominated the 
following gentlemen : — 

President. 
John William Wallace. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Horatio Gates Jones, George de Benneville Keim. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Gregory B. Keen. 

Recording Secretary. 
William Brooke Rawle. 

Treasurer. 
J. Edward Carpenter. 

Members of Council. 
James C. Hand, Samuel W. Pennypacker, 

John Jordan, Jr., George Harrison Fisher. 
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The Chairman appointed the following Tellers to conduct the Election : 
Charles R. Hildeburn, Dr. R. Patterson Robins, Spencer Bonsall, Charles 
P. Keith, Frederick D. Stone, and Col. John P. Nicholson. 

Certain gentlemen were elected members of the Society. 

Professor Gregory B. Keen, Secretary of the Council, stated that the 
Council of the Society had recommended the adoption by the Society of 
certain additional By-laws, embodying the practice of the Society as to the 
use of the books, manuscripts, and other property of the Society, since its 
organization ; which By-laws he, therefore, proposed for adoption by the 
Society. 

The Chairman announcing that, under the Rules, the proposed By-laws 
should lie over until the next stated meeting of the Society, Mr. Edward 
Strickland offered a resolution that in the notices of the next stated meeting 
the members of the Society be informed that action would be taken upon 
the said proposed new By-laws, and that copies of them could be had at the 
Hall of the Society, which was adopted. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A stated meeting of the Historical Society was held in the Hall, May 7, 
1883, Vice-President Horatio Gates Jones in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. James J. Levick read " A Memoir of the late Daniel B. Smith, the 
First Corresponding Secretary of the Society." 

On motion of Professor Oswald Seidensticker, the thanks of the Society 
were tendered to Dr. Levick for his interesting and valuable paper, with a 
request that a copy be furnished for the use of the Society. 

The Report of the Council of the Society for the year 1882 was then 
presented by Mr. Charles M. Morris, President of the Council, and read by 
Professor Gregory B. Keen, Secretary of the Council. 

On motion of the Hon. Joseph M. Gazzam, the Report was accepted and 
ordered to be entered upon the minutes. 

On motion of Mr. Charles M. Morris, seconded by Mr. Charles Rogers, 
the Society proceeded to take action on the By-laws proposed at the last 
meeting of the Society, and they were unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Charles R. Hildeburn it was resolved "That the His- 
torical Society have heard with pleasure of the movement to preserve the 
residence of William Penn in Letitia Street, and to remove it to Fairmount 
Park ; and that, while the Society has not taken an active part in the matter, 
it heartily approves of it." 

The Tellers, appointed at the last meeting to conduct the Annual Election 
for Officers, reported that the persons nominated at that meeting had been 
duly elected. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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